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Firewise in the Classroom
Program Development

" Classroom program was “piloted” by the Butte
County Fire Safe Council in the spring of 2004 by
Mary Cottrell and Anna Stephens.

" The program is called “Wildfire in the Foothills” in
Butte County and is in use by schools in several
communities in the County.

" _Was developed to address concerns for the safety of
students knowing that some might become isolated
from their working parents during a disaster such as
a wildland fire.
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Firewise in the Classroom
Program Development

® Lassen County Fire Safe Council first learned of the
Butte County education program from Frank
Stewart of the Quincy Library Group and Board
memberof the California Fire Safe Council in
2007.

" Working with Anna Stephens from Butte County
the Lassen County program was adapted to address
the specific environment of the Northern Sierra
and Southern Cascade mountain ranges:
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Firewise in the Classroom
Program Overview;

Program Concept

This 6™ grade unit of study will empower
the students with the knowledge in knowing
‘what fo-do before, during and after a

_~wildland fire or any other event in keeping
~/themselves, their family, their animals and
their neighbors safe.

The next few slides will show you what each
classroom session will involve. S
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Firewise in the Classroom
Program Overview:

" Instructional Materials:
) Teacher’s Manual

a) Detailed lesson plans

b) Classroom transparencies
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Firewise in the Classroom

Format of each Lesson

Lessonw o. :

Title:

MAIN CONCEPT OF UNIT

CONCEPT OF LESSON:

S O tum Connection STORY LINK:
OVERVIEW (Method) OF LESSON:

Materials PRESENTATION:
ADVANCE PREPARATION:

Time TEACHER BACKGROUND:
PROCEDURE:
CLOSURE:

Vocabulary EXTENSIONS:

Y/ CONNECTIONS:
e RESOURCES: @‘HHEW' [

uuuuuuuuuuu
wwwfirewise.org

Grouping



Firewise in the Classreem
- Program ‘Overview: '

.. Concept of Lesson 1

No matter where you live you are always at -
risk of a wildfire event impacting your lives. -
The damage and destruction caused by these

_ firescan'be devastatmg It is importantto

- ~understand the role fire has and how it

~_ travels:"Tliroughthis understanding, steps -

" can be taken to prevent loss of hfe, property
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Firewise in the Classroom
Program Overview:

Concept of Lesson 3

To inform students and their families that the local,
state, and federal agencies have plans tojassist~.
residents to prepare for a wildland urban interface
fire. All family members must know and
understand their role and be ready to use the local
community disaster plan.
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Firewise in the Classroom
Program Owverview:

Concept of Lesson 4

The development and use of their own
Family Disaster Plan, in coordination with
the community disaster plan, is vital for
wildfire survival.
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Firewise/in the Classroom
Program Overview:

Concept of, Lesson 5

To understand and acknowledge that
residents of all ages, community groups and
public agencies play important roles
throughout from planning to surviving and
recovering from a wildfire.
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Firewise in the Classroom
To Develop your Own Program :

Establishing Program
" Assemble sample teacher’s manual and sample
materials.

® Present to and discuss/ask for support from the
district superintendent/principal.
% Establish a “Pilot” teacher.

®" Provide teacher training on the presentation of
the classroom curriculum.
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Firewise in the Classroom

Program Maintenance
® Necessary to keep track of program changes, i.e.,
update phone numbers, EBS radio stations,

® Keep frack of teachers trained, dates of classroom
presentations and number of students trained.

® Other important notes regarding the school, class,
etc. '

® ' Encourage teacher to use “Post-It” notes for
comments/suggestions forimprovéements (be sure
4, You read and honor them)
i
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Firewise in the Classrox
Community Impact

In the process of developing/presenting local
program it became evident that some important
safety elements were missing. So it-became obvious
that we needed to work with logal Sheriff, Office of
Emergency Services, Incident Command local fire
chief, etc. We had to work with thém in developing
education materials for our area. Your experiences
may be different.



Firewise in the Classroom
Community Impact

Improved Local Awareness provides:

" Community information on local Emergency
Broadcast Network radio stations.

" Information on multiple environments such as
Grassland, Brushland, and Timberland.

" Information on the development of local
emergency evacuation routes.

" The initiative for families to develop their
individual Family Disaster Plans.

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII
wwwfirewisc.org



|
|
|
7%,

Ly Ot

COUNCIL



Firewise in the Classroom

CONTACT US:
www.lassenfiresafecouncil. |:

nN

Dan Douglas COMMUNITIES®
education@lassenfiresafecouncil.org

Anna Stephens
amstephens59@sbcglobal.net

Mary Cottrell
cottrell@mynvw.com
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